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Telecom operators have over Rs 2.42 lakh crore debt
By PTI | 4 Mar, 2015, 04.36PM IST Post a Comment

NEW DELHI: Telecom operators in the country had a total debt of Rs 2,42,896 crore on
their books in the year 2013-14, Parliament was informed today.

Of the total debt, the share of public sector firms MTNL and BSNL stood at Rs 18,579 crore
or 7.6 per cent, Minister of Communications and IT Ravi Shankar Prasad said in a written
reply to the Lok Sabha.

BSNL and MTNL's debt stood at Rs 4,459 crore and Rs 14,120 crore respectively, while that
of other operators totalled to Rs 2,24,317 crore in 2013-14, he added.

"The debt figures include long term and short term borrowings. The figures are based on Of the total debt, the share of public sector firms MINL and

audited/unaudited financial information submitted by financial information submitted by the ~ Z5NEstood at Rs 18,579 crore or 7.6 % Ravi Shankar Prasad
said in written reply.

service providers," he said.

Responding to a query on the quantum of foreign funds flowing into the telecom sector, ET SPECIAL: What's buzzing hot on Budget

Prasad said FDI in the sector had increased from USD 177.69 million in 2000-01 to USD ig::;;::%k out our in-depth

2.66 billion in April-December 2014, taking the total FDI inflow to USD 16.83 billion.

In a separate reply, Prasad said the number of subscribers of the state-run telecom companies has declined from 2012 to 2014.

"BSNL saw its subscriber base declining from 945.09 lakh as on March 31, 2012 to 924 lakh as on March 31, 2014 and further down to
781.28 lakh as on January 31, 2015," the Minister said.

For MTNL, the subscriber base decreased from 55.85 lakh (March 31, 2012) to 32.45 lakh (March 31, 2014) and 33.85 lakh (January 31,
2015).

MTNL operates in Delhi and Mumbai circles, while BSNL covers the remaining 20 circles.
However, BSNL has seen its net loss come down from Rs 8,851 crore in 2011-12 to Rs 7,020 crore in 2013-14.

MTNL had reported a loss of Rs 4,109.78 crore in 2011-13, while posting a profit of Rs 7,825.13, mainly because of write back of
provisions on account of pensionary liabilities and spectrum amortisation costs, he said.

Prasad said an amount of Rs 1,142.72 crore is outstanding against the private operators towards the payment of interconnect usage
charges to BSNL.

"Out of this outstanding amount, an amount of Rs 1,002.92 crore is disputed and is sub-judice. The disputed amounts relate to CDR (Call
Details Record) issue, non-payment of SMS invoices and interest amount invoices on late payments," he added.

Bharti Airtel had the highest gross outstanding of Rs 255.91 crore, followed by Data Access Rs 211.53 crore, Reliance Communication
and Reliance Telecom Rs 203.82 crore, and Tata Communications Rs 108.15 crore as on December 31, 2014.

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/telecom/telecom-operators-hav... 3/4/2015



Telecom operators have over Rs 2.42 lakh crore debt - The Economic Times Page 2 of 2

Live Market News Portfolio Mobile Live TV Newsletter Commodities Speed QnA Blogs Alerts
Other Times Group news sites  Living and entertainment Hot on the Web Services
Times of India | Timescity | iDiva | Bollywood Daily Horoscope | Weatherin Delhi  Book print ads | Online shopping | Free SMS | Website
| Mumbai Mirror Zoom | Healthmeup | Luxpresso Mumbai Map | Horoscope design | CRM | Tenders
Times Now | Indiatimes Technology | Guylife | Online Hotels in Delhi | Cricket Scorecard Matrimonial | Ringtones | Astrology | Jobs | Property | Buy car | Bikes in
| Songs | Travel Guides | Hotel India
| Lifehacker Reviews | Cricbuzz.com Used Cars | Online Deals | Restaurantsin Delhi | Movie Show Timings in

Gizmodo | Eisamay | IGN India Mumbai

NavGujarat Samay Networking Remit to India | Buy Mobiles | Listen Songs
itimes | Dating & Chat | Email
MensXP.com

About us / Advertise with us / Terms of Use and Grievance Redressal Policy / Privacy Policy / Feedback / Sitemap / Code of Ethics Copyright © 2015 Times Internet Limited. All rights reserved.

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/telecom/telecom-operators-hav... 3/4/2015



